Judges Report — North Region Show, Birdwell 06/11/22

Judge- Kerry Bradburn

Firstly, | must start with an apology for the late submission of this judge’s report. Ordinarily | always write my
report in the first few days after the show, sadly a couple of days after the show Marks father took ill (he’s still
very poorly) and with one or two other family commitments and issues it was late December before |
revisited the need to write my show report and either myself (or someone else in my house which is a
“serious bone of contention”) misplaced my notes, so this will be more of a summary on what | remember
from the day.

Firstly, with the current status regarding exhibiting chinchillas since covid and all the cost-of-living pressure,
and plus sadly losing many of our older chin breeding community, numbers although not very bad, are
certainly not exactly where we would like them, we have a similar level of membership but the current new
and keen members just don’t currently have the numbers of breeding animals as years gone by, however,
they are trying to learn so we will soldier on.

I’'m sure the Northern Region were, as was |, pleased to see the attendance of long-time breeders of quality
chins Eddie and Richard Crutchley. This really boosted the days numbers with them bringing 25 plus exhibits
for me to appraise.

As this is more of a summary, | thought it was important to clarify for all of those in attendance why certain
things were repeated to the audience that day.

Many of the top animals on the day were very good quality in all departments that we judge for, except for
one characteristic in particular and that was the lack of bright white bellies, many of the animals had quite
narrow belly strips with the veiling bleeding into the belly, lacking any real definition, meaning on many
chases no white triangle on the hip was present and no bright contract between belly and the fur on the
flanks. Now, although this didn’t stop these animals winning at a stroll at this event, its certainly a fault and
something that needs to be addressed, because if other similar quality exhibits were present at the show but
without this fault, these animals would find themselves moving down in the placings, which would be a
shame, as otherwise they were very good. Of course, some animals get a little dirty when they get older and
the bellies can lose their sparkle, that's life, and something we all experience, and us judges do consider
that, but most of the animals affected by the poor bellies were more of the previous observation sadly.

Animals of note-

Eddie and Richards young extra dark standard male winner and young M/D female reserve winner, were
very good chins with lots of quality. The male being bright across the tips with lots of eye appeal and veiling
that came right down the sides, good blocky shape, acceptable size, very dense and silky, would have liked
a better belly, but the animals really did win at a stroll and went all the way to become a worthy show
champion. The reserve young female was blocky, blue with eye appeal but not the fur type of the male, being
slightly coarser but the better belly.

Other young standards of note on that day were a young blocky male from Andrew Marshall that followed up
one of Eddies and Richards to receive a 2nd. This chin was dense, blocky, bright with plenty of quality,
wasn't far off the pace but condition was lacking.

Ribbons were also awarded to Heather A. and Andrew Lee in this section and also to Anita and Joanne in
the novice section, so well don't to all.

The adult standards were also dominated by Eddie and Richard, animals of particular note were the two
winning adult males, really nice animals with masses of fur and eye appeal, again good shape and silky fur.
Good size and extreme veiling again my only real critique is the absence of a nice bright belly giving that



beautiful contrast and the extreme veiling just affecting the desired paternisation, but again lovely animals
that stood out.

The extra dark male followed up behind the best young male to become reserve show champion.

Other winners of ribbons in this section went to Andrew Lee, who's adult standards were badly out of
condition on the day sadly.

Gemma Haliday also picked up an HC for her adult standard, which had good fur and confirmation but was
badly out of condition.

After a lovely lunch kindly prepared by Heather A and her mum Jayne. We pushed on with the young
mutations.

Andrew M and Andrew Lee took all of the ribbons in the Wilson white class, the top animal from Andy M just
missing out on a first ribbon for slightly open fur and I'd like to see a slightly clearer white to obtain the first,
but the whole class was reasonable.

Heather A got a good first in the young violets for a promising young chin with blue colour and good shape,
with a sharp white belly.

Andrew Lee had a clear bright and sharp black pearl with was blocky and dense but a little smaller than |
would like and sadly wasn't in top condition, but a good chin.

Eddie and Richard took first with a blue blocky self-black, but the fur was a little open and course.

Heather took the 2nd place with a chin that had the better fur type but not the clarity of colour and needed to
be blockier.

Two very young blue diamonds received a 1st and a 2nd that had beautiful blue colour, reasonably blocky
but very much baby fur that was a little soft but will improve, quite the opposite for a sapphire from the same
stable that was spot on for condition, had excellent upright fur, good confirmation but lacking real eye appeal,
being a little flat for colour.

Joanne received some good novice ribbons for her Wilson white, black velvet and especially her violet,
which was a very nice chin, all had some qualities worth working with.

The star of the young mutations belonged to a “blue diamond velvet” that was really very attractive from
Eddie and Richard. Excellent blocky shape and size, long fur, gorgeous colour, perhaps the fur a little open
and lacking a bit of the silkiness but its only a baby and really was one the judge could have taken home.
This baby went all the way to best mutation.

There weren’t many adult mutations at this event and only one really of particular note. So sadly, | couldn’t
award a reserve adult mutation but a good solid black velvet from Eddie and Richard, that took the best adult
mutation award. A really big, blocky black velvet with intense black colour, very dense silky fur, extremely
well veiled and very high quality overall, but sadly had a very poor belly (grey in colour) rather than the white
we require, and that is so important to make the black velvets really standout. This chin without the fault
would have pushed the standards very hard for the shows very top awards but sadly had to give way to the
winner of the young mutations to take best mutation award on the day because of the belly.

Joanne and Gemma both received ribbons on the day for their adult mutation exhibits. Gemma’s black pearl,
being very silky with good density but needing better size and shape. Joanne’s beige being a very good chin,
with lovely fur that received a 1st but sadly chewed a little, but needed to be credited as it was a good chin.

| really enjoyed the show and some of the exhibits really were excellent quality, I'm sorry | had to include the
critique about the bellies, but anyone in attendance on the day will of heard me making a reference to this in
pretty much every class, it's something important that myself as a judge could not ignore. | would not be true
to myself or the people that trained me if | dint give this its due attention.

Other than that, a lovely day with some great chinchillas, good banter, that was hopefully enjoyable for all.



Congrats to all of the ribbon winners, and especially to Eddie and Richard for their GSC and RGSC, it was
nice to see you in attendance with your lovely animals, hopefully we will see you again soon. Thanks for all
of the organisers of the event and for the exhibitors who travelled and contributed to a most enjoyable day.



